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Problem

m Web logs, blogs, are an emerging source of
Information.

— Contain personal reports and images

— Often authored on mobile devices and
published in seconds

m Their value as a source of intelligence is
unknown.

— Must be sifted for pertinent information

— New, relevant events must be detected
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There are millions of active blogs containing multilingual

and multimedia information available as XML documents.
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Objective

m Characterize the benefits, costs, risks,
opportunities, and challenges associated with

exploiting blogs as potential sources of
Intelligence

m Compare blogs to traditional Web-based
news and broadcast television in terms of
content, accuracy, and timeliness
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Activities

m Collecting blogs, TV and Web news
m Developing a blog-specific search engine

m Comparing event coverage in blogs versus
traditional media

m Developing techniques for blog classification
and novelty detection

B Assessing annotation tools for multimedia
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Demonstration

Training a document
classifier
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Annotation History (reconciliation in bold)

cdoran Yes 2005-03-11 10:50:52

Annotators

Task

jhndrsn Yes 2005-03-11 11:25:13

griffith No 2005-03-11 14:22:11
cleo Yes 2005-03-11 16:12:47
gritfith Yes 2005-03-12 11:25:55
tsmith No 2005-03-14 09:56:40
Jtsmith No 2005-03-14 09:56:55

Reconciling Document 19573933

Blog Entry

Blog 1047100 T
Tag: Annotator giittith

Comment: | Bundle: bundle0001
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The US officially observes Martin Luther King Day as a national holiday for the first tune

The space shuttle Challenger explodes moments after litt off, killing 6 astronauts and a teacher
A major nuclear disaster occurs at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant m the Soviet Umon
Japanese video game maker Nmtendo mtroduces its games to America

US warplanes bomb Libyan headquarters m retaliation for terrorist attacks

The Soviet Umon launches the Mir space station

IBM unveils the PC Convertible. the first lapton computer i
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Impacts

m Characterization of intelligence value of blogs
m A large, longitudinal data set

m Real-time blog collection and indexing
system

m Tools and techniques for retrospective
analysis of events in blogs
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Future Plans

Open our lab doors to
analyst-centered
pilot studies

Utilize found metadata
as well as
automatically
extracted metadata
to further
characterize the
items In our
collection
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